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rECAP

In the mid-century, as mainstream America is intent on reasserting a gendered caste, especially after WWII
brings back soldiers who need jobs, local Communist leadership and Black communists throughout the
country embrace women's labor — especially at-home, unpaid labor. Claudia Jones and Mary Inman both
challenge the white, male Communist hardline against the woman question. Jones writes just after Inman's
essays that Black women suffer 'super-oppression,' a turning point for Black feminist thought that gives
language to what will be called intersectionality.

In addition to the permanent revolution and the Fourth International, Trotsky plots out a way forward for
anti-Stalinist communists before his murder in Mexico by Soviet agents. The degenerated workers' state, as

Trotskyists called the USSR, could only be saved if democracy was reintroduced. For all of his life, Trotsky
defended Lenin's USSR as a democratic workers' state, and many Trotskyists after him would wish to reclaim

'Marxism-Leninism' (ML) and its subsequent Third Worldist movement 'Marxism-Leninism-Maoism' (MLM)
from the ire of anti-Soviet propaganda. With The Black Jacobins, CLR James becomes the preeminent Black

Trotskyist leader who bridges the African Blood Brotherhood (ABB) Black Bolshevism to the Black Power
Movement with his writing on the problem of race as unique from class issues. Beginning with James, many

leftists would no longer condense race or gender into a class problem.

Embrace of Women's Labor

Trotskyism wins the day



THE NEW LEFT 1962
We regard men as infinitely precious and possessed of unfulfilled capacities
for reason, freedom, and love. In affirming these principles we are aware of
countering perhaps the dominant conceptions of man in the twentieth
century: that he is a thing to be manipulated, and that he is inherently
incapable of directing his own affairs. We oppose the depersonalization that
reduces human being to the status of things--if anything, the brutalities of
the twentieth century teach that means and ends are intimately related, that
vague appeals to "posterity" cannot justify the mutilations of the present...

Human relationships should involve fraternity and honesty. Human
interdependence is contemporary fact; human brotherhood must be willed,
however, as a condition of future survival and as the most appropriate form
of social relations. Personal links between man and man are needed,
especially to go beyond the partial and fragmentary bonds of function that
bind men only as worker to worker, employer to employee, teacher to
student, American to Russian...

The Port Huron Statement (1962)



THE NEW LEFT 1962
Loneliness, estrangement, isolation describe the vast distance between man and
man today. These dominant tendencies cannot be overcome by better personnel
management, nor by improved gadgets, but only when a love of man overcomes
the idolatrous worship of things by man. As the individualism we affirm is not
egoism, the selflessness we affirm is not self-elimination. On the contrary, we
believe in generosity of a kind that imprints one's unique individual qualities in
the relation to other men, and to all human activity. Further, to dislike isolation
is not to favor the abolition of privacy; the latter differs from isolation in that it
occurs or is abolished according to individual will...

We would replace power rooted in possession, privilege, or circumstance by
power and uniqueness rooted in love, reflectiveness, reason, and creativity. As a
social system we seek the establishment of a democracy of individual
participation, governed by two central aims: that the individual share in those
social decisions determining the quality and direction of his life; that society be
organized to encourage independence in men and provide the media for their
common participation. The Port Huron Statement (1962)



The New Left Generation
"The collapse of the Marxist movements and the simultaneous upswing in civil rights in the 1950s
reversed the equation; everything now started with the Blacks, and at least until the crest of the anti-
war movement on the campuses, would remain so. Behind that strategic reality, a web of political
understanding and personal growth entwinced the white New Left's self-identity with the non-white
world." 

"The Civil Rights movement had also thrust the Socialist-connected Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)
into the spotlight, and gave birth to the first of the new radical Black organizations, the Student Non-
violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC)...'the tremendous Negro movement is an American form of
radical thought and radical action...'"

"As Fredric Jameson rightly says, late capitalism prospers by absorbing the final 'outside' elements
available to it: the Third World and the unconscious. The New Left can readily be seen as a response
to this global, systemic process. Our preparatory phases developed through the interpretation of these
processes in civil society and in our personal lives."  



The New Left Generation
"The arrival of Marxism trailed behind other forms of personal and political rebellion...Inasmuch as the working
class neither appeared within reach of emancipating itself nor demonstrated any interest in Marxist doctrine, the
presence of rampant injustice and of desires for drastic change induced a sense of despair (especially when racial
efforts lagged) and a thirst for knowledge that might someday be useful. The subject of Socialism remained, for now,
either at the plane of useful methodology, or the moral appeal of a disembodied voice from where reaching out into
the darkness of middle America."
"The particular varieties of Marxism on estumbled upon did not generally satisfy, at least not completely...The feeling
of starting over began here for the simple reason that existing organizations and ideas seemed so obviously
inadequate to the civil rights revolution or to the problem of nuclear disarmament." 
"New Leftists were by no means the first Marxists to think of culture as political, but previously the constitutive
power that culture possessed—ethnic (or racial) traditions on the one hand, belles lettres on the other—had been
ghettoized amongst the Left. 'Proletarian Culture' had never been more than a fantasy; middle class 'progressive'
culture, including a refurbished 'folk culture', little more than an uncertain constellation of heterogenous elements.
The cultural homogenization endemic to postwar consumerism ironically prepared us to reach outside the known
frameworks of cultural analysis to new formulations, even when we did not know what exactly we were trying to
define." 
"Young idealists in the early and mid-sixties moving from the campus to the slum neighborhood, were mobilized by
the 'rediscovery' of poverty, America's shame. But far more than [Michael] Harrington, they envisioned the poor
reshaping their own fate, if aided by a helping hand from activists. 'We would offer ourselves to the people,' Todd
Gitlin and Nancy Hollander wrote about the JOIN (Jobs or Income Now) project in the 'hillbilly heaven' of Chicago's
New Town; 'offer them a medium for their free expression—a book, an amplification system, a chance to cast their
light up from the bottom of this society with the special illumination that comes only from victims." 



The New Left Generation
"'Participatory Democracy', —the talismanic slogan of the emerging New Left—
was popularized around this time in and through the Southern struggle. As an
idea it was both old and new, simultaneously evoking Black insistence on self-
emancipation, the general youth revolt against Cold War authoritarianism, and
the age-old American radical ideal of direct democracy by the producing
classes. Activists viewed it, moreover, as both means and end; as an
organization principle, therapeutic and empowering, it was purposely made
counterposed to the 'bureaucratic' Old Left ideal of democratic centralism." 
"We obviously lacked [the Old Left's] analytical (or ideological) roots in
socialized labor, and in racial and ethnic community life. But in those absences,
the New Left created a powerful utopianism based, like the Civil Rights
movement, on the American radical tradition. Tinged—but only tinged—by an
updated conception of Marxism, a vision of the future was the one thing the
New Left could create: our glory and our doom."
"Berkeley campus politics, heavily influenced by Civil Rights struggles,
displayed the essence of the emergent New Left mentalité. The indelible image,
captured by the world media, of thousands of students surrounding an
invading police car while Mario Savio orated from its roof, sent a shockwave of
excitedment through virtually every campus in the United States. The Berkeley
students were not fighting for economic benefits, nor the right to vote, nor even
for world peace. They were fighting, in the first place, to break down the
barriers between the Cold War 'multiversity' and the community, between the
California ivory tower and the struggles of sharecroppers in Mississippi." 

College Campus becomes the center



The New Left Generation
"In Vietnam, as GIs used to say, you found out who you are. And here the unholy secret to
the alliance between domestic liberalism and international support of dictators and
murderers was revealed. Challenge to that alliance and to the integrated functions of the
welfare-warfare state brought the moral claims of American democracy up short as had no
issue since slavery." 
"Increasingly Midwestern and Western, isolationist and Republican in their family
traditions, these young radicals offered definitive proof that the social composition of the
left had altered. Many of them children of professionals in commercial towns, they could
have passed for Debsian Socialists except that they shared a background in Black-
influenced popular culture, the desires for self-expression and self-realization, with their
East and West coast comrades. Here the great divide within the history of the American Left
seemed to close, and with it, the basis of the old quarrels appeared to vanish." 
"This was the historic cue for the return of Black nationalism long considered by liberals
and most of the Left as a picturesque legaciy or crank fringe...Like those earlier phenomena
[Left-Garveyism and ABB], revolutionary Black Nationalism had to lead toward
internationalism and heterodox Socialism because it had nowhere else to go for the
concepts and mechanisms required to change the society in which it was born and
nourished...Malcolm's appeal for a distinct, autonomous Black culture similarly struck
many of them as appropriate; not only had the existing culture proven its bankruptcy, but
they had come to their own conclusion that cultural change preceded political. Malcolms
assassination under suspicious circumstances in February 1965...suggested...the rules
would not be what the liberals promised." 

Anti-War, Pro-Civil Rights



Black POwer: Black radicalism 1954-1989
1954: Black Power by Richard Wright published
1956: Pan-Africanism or Communism: The Coming Struggle for Africa by George 

1961:-The Wretched of the Earth by Frantz Fanon published

1964: LBJ becomes President and signs into law the Civil Rights Act of 1964
1963:-Martin Luther King's "I Have a Dream" speech given at the March on Washington 

1965:-Malcolm X is assassinated under mysterious circumstances 

    Padmore published

               -George Jackson is arrested for armed robbery, sentenced to one year to life 
               -Maya Angelou, Amiri Baraka, and Mae Mallory lead a violent demonstration in the

    United Nations General Assembly Chamber as Adlai Stevenson commemorates
    Patrice Lemumba  (former Prime Minister of Republic of the Congo)

    for Jobs and Freedom 
   -16th Street Baptist Church bombing 

   -Bloody Sunday 
   -Voting Rights Act of 1965
   -Watts riots 



Black POwer: Black radicalism 1954-1989
While his 1954 book is called Black Power, Richard Wright's most damning
comments on racial capitalism are in his other pieces, including The Color
Curtain and White Man, Listen! 
However, as a very close friend of communists like George Padmore and C.L.R.
James, and as a Marxist himself, he would have certainly known about the
Marxist critique of colonization: that, as Lenin's essay title suggests,
"Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism."

In condemning the First World War as an "annexationist" "plunderous" war
of empires, Lenin argues that it is through imperial colonialism that the
capitalist societies seek their last hope to accumulate capital.
Having run out of people to exploit without constant anti-capitalist rioting,
the empires sought to focus their capital in the continent of Africa and the
majority of the Global South in order to take raw materials and establish
ideological peripheries for their empires.

It was a largely held belief, especially in the Black community of the mid-
century, that Marxism provided the tools to critique a system of exploitation that
had made violence and terror normalcy for the Black community.



Nina simone 1959



Black POwer: Black radicalism 1954-1989

In his 1961 book The Wretched of the Earth (Les damnés de la terre), the French title
of which takes its name from the first line of "L'Internationale," the leftist anthem of
the Communist cause, Fanon argues that it is in the use of the language of
colonizer/colonized that the native and 'master' are psychologically indoctrinated to
believe their respective positions in relation to power.
The most-read chapter of the text, the first, "On Violence" argues that decolonization
is inherently a violent process because colonization was a violent process. 
He argues that the lumpenproletariat, the peasantry, ought to be the center of the
revolutionary struggle in places with an underdeveloped proletariat as the
lumpenproletariat have been most un-touched by the colonialist logic—which has
taken root in the urban parts of the colonies due to the education systems there.
This is a distinct departure from Orthodox Marxism, which argues that the
proletariat be the center of revolutionary struggle.
His final chapter concerns the creation of national culture after the revolution,
where he argues that each generation must have its revolutionary struggle. 



Black POwer: Black radicalism 1954-1989

For many communities, riots were not a new event in their neighborhoods.
Race riots had been happening since at least the Civil War had come to an
end. Once Reconstruction ended in 1877, the Ku Klux Klan saw an upsurge
in membership and race riots (sometimes in tandem with policing) were a
regular part of a Black life in America.
However, the invention of television media and the sensationalism
surrounding the coverage of the Vietnam War brought about the coverage
of race riots in video format, streaming into televisions across the country—
and often exacerbating the racist terrorism that prompted them.
Between 1964 and 1968 there were 32 riots in major cities across the
country. Today, these are referred to as 'ghetto' riots, as they indicate the
location where violence is focused: Black and brown communities, labeled
'the ghetto.'
By 1968, police violence against Black communities had not stopped, the
riots had not implored government to act, and two of the most outspoken
leaders of the Civil Rights era had been assassinated. 



Stokely Carmichael 1966
Later known as Kwame Toure, Stokely Carmichael was an activist and
Black radical theorist who first began in politics as part of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) Freedom Riders initiative. 
After 1964, he and others in SNCC had become disillusioned by the use of
electoralism as a means to accomplish Black liberation. After John Lewis
was elected to Congress, Carmichael became Chair of SNCC and
participated in the March Against Fear. After his arrest and release, he gave
a speech which first uses the term 'Black power' the way we know of it
today.

This is the twenty-seventh time I have been arrested and I ain't going to jail no
more! The only way we gonna stop them white men from whuppin' us is to take
over. What we gonna start sayin' now is Black Power! ...It is a call for black
people in this country to unite, to recognize their heritage, to build a sense of
community. It is a call for black people to define their own goals, to lead their
own organizations.



Now, several people have been upset because
we've said that integration was irrelevant when
initiated by blacks, and that in fact it was a
subterfuge, an insidious subterfuge, for the
maintenance of white supremacy... we were never
fighting for the right to integrate, we were fighting
against white supremacy. Now, then, in order to
understand white supremacy we must dismiss the
fallacious notion that white people can give
anybody their freedom. No man can give anybody
his freedom. A man is born free. You may enslave
a man after he is born free, and that is in fact what
this country does. It enslaves black people after
they're born, so that the only acts that white people
can do is to stop denying black people their
freedom; that is, they must stop denying freedom.
They never give it to anyone.



"Revolutionary Nationalism and the
Afro-American" Harold Cruse

The failure of American Marxists to work out a meaningful approach to revolutionary
nationalism has special significance for the American Negro. The Negro has a relationship to
the dominant culture of the United States similar to that of colonies and semi-dependents to
their particular foreign overseers: the Negro is the American problem of
underdevelopment. The failure of American Marxists to understand the bond between the Negro
and the colonial peoples of the world has led to their failure to develop theories that would be of
value to Negroes in the United States...With all due respect to the Marxists, however, the hard
facts remain . Revolutionary nationalism has not waited for Western Marxian thought to catch up
with the realities of the "underdeveloped" world. From underdevelopment itself have come the
indigenous schools of theory and practice for achieving independence. The liberation of the
colonies before the socialist revolution in the West is not orthodox Marxism... there is no
organized force in the United States at present capable of altering the structural form of American
society. Due to his semi-dependent status in society, the American Negro is the only potentially
revolutionary force in the United States today. From the Negro himself must come the
revolutionary social theories of an economic, cultural, and political nature that will be his guides
for social action-the new philosophies of social change. If the white working class is ever to move
in the direction of demanding structural changes in society, it will be the Negro who will furnish
the initial force. The more the system frustrates the integration efforts of the Negro, the more he
will be forced to resolve in his own consciousness the contradiction and conflict inherent in the
pro- and anti-integration trends in his racial and historical background. Out of this process, new
organizational forms will emerge in Negro life to cope with new demands and new
situations



The Black Panther Party 1966
While the Civil Rights era had changed the legal manifestation of
segregation, circumstances remained largely the same: Black
unemployment was disproportionately higher than white unemployment,
Black poverty was disproportionately higher than white poverty, Black
communities were ghettoized and redlined, and without access to housing
or employment, participation in the political process or being able to apply
and get into (and afford) top universities was all but impossible.
After witnessing the Hunters Point Riot in September, Huey P. Newton
hypothesized that he could channel the anger that manifested in the riot
into a revolutionary struggle for Black liberation. He and four friends  (and
one new recruit) began the Black Panther Party for Self-Defense after
purchasing firearms and decided they would monitor the streets of
their community to prevent police brutality. Monitoring police brutality
was not new in California: during the Watts uprising, the Community Alert
Patrol monitored police. The difference was the Panthers' possession of
guns.
By 1967, Governor Ronald Reagan had signed the Mulford Act, which made
open-carry of loaded firearms illegal in the state. 



The Black Guerilla Family (BGF) 1966
In an attempt to "to transform the Black criminal mentality into a Black
revolutionary mentality," George Jackson founded the BGF in San
Quentin prison with friends George “Big Jake” Lewis and W. L. Nolen
(who had introduced Jackson to the writings of Lenin, Marx, Trotsky,
Engels, and Mao).
 They called themselves the JAMAA or the Black Vanguard and
maintained in their governing document, known as the "Black Book",
that they were committed to teaching

Self respect and self-awareness (know thyself)
How to regain the trust and respect of the residents in our hoods
Morals, principles, and discipline
To love their Black selves
Economics and politics

live by the 3 R's, which are as follows:
Reject: the ways of the oppressor
Respect: your heritage, your people and yourself
Reflect: on your relationship with the creator



Soledad Prison Jan. 1970
Nolen and two other Black inmates are
killed by a correctional officer during a yard
riot with the Aryan Brotherhood (white
nationalists) 
After this, Jackson becomes more
confrontational with officers in the prison,
and advocates to other inmates to engage in
"selective retaliatory violence" against the
officers.
A year later, Jackson would attempt to
escape and be shot in the yard. Two weeks
after his death, the Attica Prison riot broke
out–demanding better living conditions.
After the prison was taken back by force
under the direction of Governor Rockefeller
of NY, many of these conditions were
instituted. 



END OF CAMPUS RADICALISM
"Undergraduate radicals, the true frontline of full-scale mobilization on campus,
quickly became our teachers as much as our students. They made the most of the
suddenly massive anti-war sentiment and the Student Power fever. One could see them
working the dormitories in the aftermath of a police or National Guard invasion of
campus, peddling papers, setting up study groups, establishing informal cadre for the
next action. Like the Black movement, they had the unmistakeable American touch:
their organizations were the result rather than the cause of mass mobilization." 
"[the campus movement] practically accomplished one dimension of its goals:
disengagement from the war and an end to the draft. But the universitys would
obviously not permit a democratic restructuring nor any permanent repudiation of
military contracts and research. Students threw rocks, troopers answered with gas,
and the campus administrations with an eye on their trustees' and their account
books, set themselves (to our way of thinking) on the side of Mammon." 
"Marxism had in the process gone from playing a simple educational role to providing
omniscient guidance on all theoretical and practical questions, and finally (for most
activists, anyway) had retreated once more into the shadows as students
recommenced their own 'long march' to individual careers and private life. Exhausted
by disappointment and all to aware of what dreary alternatives lay ahead, the militants
threw in the towel. The vast majority of activists had already quit or had plunged
themselves into purely local activities when the national offices closed up shop." 

Marxism in the United States: A History
of the American Left by Paul Buhle

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/miami/detail.action?docID=4734016&pq-origsite=primo
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/miami/detail.action?docID=4734016&pq-origsite=primo


Black Radicalism and Marxism
"Something similar happened to the Black left after king's assassination.
Black student movements had begun their turn toward versions of
Marxism, but a Marxism adequate to the current American crisis proved
most difficult to locate an Duse. grand political plans, overarching
theoretical syntheses were attempted—none met with notable, lasting
success."
"These students felt torn between the unprecedented attention they
enjoyed and their widespread commitment to more sweeping change. They
believed above all in their own Blackness, and in another era might have
remained simply nationalists. Amid mounting protests, they demanded
more Black admissions and Black studies; amid increasing disillusionment
with their position on the campus, they too looked to Marxism for answers
—but not the old Marxism. A member of this generation recalls, 'the closest
we came to accepting the fundamentals of Marxism was through their
applications in Fanon's, Nkrumah's and Toure's works. To many of us China
was a positive yellow blur of 800 million folk...[and] the Soviet Union was
just another kind of racist European country.'" 



The Rainbow Coalition 1969



July 21 – Neoliberalism
and Neocolonialism

Next Class...

Ch. 6 "The Third Creation of the World"
from Socialism Past and Future by Michael
Harrington
Ch 14 "The Great Dismantling" from Land of
Promise: An Economic History of the United
States by Michael Lind
In Time (film) and Life and Debt (film)
"Free Trade: Neoliberal Fantasy" from
Democracy and Other Neoliberal Fantasies
by Jodi Dean


