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Salman Rushdie, “Good Advice is Rarer Than Rubies”
Warsan Shire, “Conversations About Home (at the Deportation
Centre)”
Dunya Mikhail, “Another Planet”
Marjane Satrapi, from Persepolis 2: The Story of a Return
Zadie Smith, from White Teeth
Tato Laviera, “AmeRícan”
Deepak Unnikrishnan, from Temporary People

The Penguin Book of Migration Literature pp. 3-40, 51-67, 105-106

Week 6 -
Migration Literature Pt. 2

a g e n d a



The Migrant Worker (2016) by Noe Vicente
"Migrant farm workers are predominantly foreign-born sons,
husbands, and fathers who leave what is familiar and comfortable with
the hopes and dreams of making enough money to support their
families back home; feed themselves; purchase land and a home; and
like many immigrants who came before them and ultimately return to
their homeland. Their aspirations remain the same while others leave
their families behind while they seek work and others travel and work
with their families. For those who travel without their families, once
they realize they would much rather have their families settle with
them. To respect or admire is what the impression on this painting is
all about. Golden stems of full grown corn field branches form abstract
shapes of shadow and light above this landscape of the whole land.
The brush strokes are vibrant with color, forming an impressionistic
mosaic of texture across the canvas."

https://fineartamerica.com/profiles/noe-vicente


Salman Rushdie - most known for his Satanic Verses and other Award-winning novels, Rushdie uses
magical realism and historical fiction to think through the connections between migrants, empire, and
particularly the Indian subcontinent and Britain. 
Warsan Shire - Born in Kenya to Somali parents, Shire is a British writer, poet, editor and teacher. She
won the Inaugural Brunel University African Poetry Prize in 2013 and most popularly, her poetry was
featured greatly in LEMONADE, the visual album by Beyoncé 
Dunya Mikhail - an Iraqi poet based in the US, Mikhail was first a journalist and translator before turning to
poetry. The poem from today's reading is from her PEN award-winning collection The War Works Hard.
Marjane Satrapi - born in Iran, Satrapi is a Parisian citizen who speaks a plethora of languages including
French, English, German, Swedish, Italian, and her native tongue Persian. Her autobiographical graphic
novels gained her worldwide acclaim.
Zadie Smith - an English writer, Smith is now a professor at NYU in creative writing. Her work has won
numerous awards, including the Man Booker Prize and Langston Hughes Medal.
Tato Laviera - Laviera was born in Puerto Rico and raised in New York. Despite receiving no formal
college degrees, Laviera worked tirelessly in literary arts and became a professor at Rutgers 
Deepak Unnikrishnan - Unnikrishnan is an Emirati writer whose book Temporary People won the Restless
Books Prize for New Immigrant Writing, the Hindu Prize, and the Moore Prize.

Contributors for Today



The Ghosts of Ellis Island: A
Project by JR with Drawings by
Art Spiegelman (2015), Art
Spiegelman


