
Introduction to Academic Writing at the University: Identity and Culture 
University of Miami, Coral Gables, FL 
 
Class: English 105     Instructor: Preston Taylor Stone 
Fall 2019     E-mail: pts25@miami.edu  
M/W/F 8.00am-8.50pm    Office: Ferre 101 Tel: 864-401-6676 
MM 207                 Office hours: M/W/F 9-11am & by appt. 
 
Course site: ptstoneofficial.com/teaching/eng105f19 
 
Required Texts and Materials: 
• All texts will be provided on Blackboard and linked on the schedule page on the course site 

(above). You will be expected to print and bring these to class or have full access to them 
during class. 

• Regular access to a computer 
• Portable storage (flashdrive, email, cloud, etc) 
 
Course Description: 
English 105 is intended to serve as an introduction to the kind of writing, reading, and thinking 
that take place at a university. We will read challenging essays that would help to formulate our 
own writing. Peer review, collaboration with class-mates, active participation in classroom 
discussions, and revision are some of the methods that you will adopt to develop your own 
writing. The primary goal of this course is to polish your writing skills and help you become a 
more expedient, more thorough, and a more sophisticated writer.   
 
Identity and Culture: For the topic of this course, students will examine how our identities are 
shaped and the role culture plays in our education and in shaping our identity. We will also read 
supplementary handouts related to the topic and on the craft of writing. They will be available on 
the class blackboard website. Students will work with multiple sources, engage in inquiry-based 
projects, and present their findings in non-written formats (e.g., oral, visual, multimodal) where 
appropriate.  
 
As a result of English 105, students will demonstrate how to:  
• Discuss writing metacognitively 
• Engage in critical questioning 
• Use texts as invitations and opportunities for writing and thinking 
• Deploy more sophisticated rhetorical strategies in their writing  
• Achieve the smooth flow of ideas through appropriate use of transitional words, phrases, 

sentences, paragraphs  
• Express ideas clearly and concisely  
• Edit and proofread your own writing to correct mechanical errors. 
• Maintain the focus of an argument  
• Reflect on your own writing and the writing of others (peers and professionals)  
• Describe the choices you’ve made in composing your texts and why those were or were not 

appropriate  
• Cite sources informally 
 
 
Attendance and Late Work: 
Students who know they must be absent because they participate in University-sponsored events 
are responsible for notifying me in advance by providing a memo from their coach, director, or 



academic advisor. Students who will miss class for religious observances should notify me within 
the first three days of the semester in writing.  
 
Students are expected to attend class as attendance will be factored into the participation grade. 
You have three free absences to use at your leisure. However, after three unexcused absences, the 
participation grade will be lower by half a point. Therefore, after three unexcused absences an A 
will become an A-. If you miss excessively, you may fail the course.   
  
*Unless otherwise arranged, late papers will not be accepted, as they are an extremely important 
determinant to our class progress. Also, I will only accept final drafts via Blackboard. You will 
also be evaluated on the basis of your participation in the group/ class workshops so take each 
class seriously. 
 
Required Work: 

• Analytical and observational essays – these four essays will be inquiry-based exercises 
modeled after the respective readings we will discuss during class time throughout the 
semester. Emphasis will be placed on being able to make and hold a worthwhile argument 
while exhibiting discipline in your use of language. Length for each final draft may vary from 
4 to 6 pages. 

• Conferences – at least twice during the semester, you will be required either during class 
time or outside of class time to meet with me about your progress in the class and about 
specific revisions to your papers. For the first essay, these conferences will take place on 
Wednesday and Friday during our class time and you will have previously signed up for a 
specific time and you will be obligated to meet with me during that time and have the rest of 
our class to do your own work outside of the classroom. However, in the case that you are 
unable to meet during that time, you will be required to set up a conference during office 
hours within 1 week of our scheduled in-class conferences. For the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th essays, 
conferences will take place during class time and you will be required to attend class and 
work on your essay and peer reviews while I am meeting with you & your peers. 

• Classroom Work – class participation includes attending class, coming to class on time and 
prepared (having done the reading, assignment), participating in all class work activities, 
turning in assigned work when due, participating fully in any peer work, participating in class 
discussion, focusing on the work at hand, and conducting oneself in a manner appropriate to 
the college classroom. Failure to meet these guidelines for participation will impact your 
grade. Absences, lateness, and failure to participate fully in discussion and peer editing will 
lower your class participation grade. 

Overall Grade Distribution: 
  
Class participation & attendance:  20% 
Blackboard posts:    20% 
Essays:      50% 
 
Things to Remember: 

• All papers should be typed and printed in 12-point Times New Roman double-spaced 
font. Once we have reviewed the MLA format in class, students will be expected to 
follow standard MLA conventions for all their papers.  

• Throughout the semester, the feedback you receive from me and your classmates should 
give your ideas for revision and help you meet the standards of college-level writing.  If 
you are ever uncertain about your standing in the class or about any of your papers, or if 
you need individual help with this course, schedule an appointment with me. 



• The Writing Center (305-284-2956, www.as.miami.edu/writingcenter) can also help you 
at any stage of the writing process.  Appointments are suggested, but they also accept 
walk-in visits.  If I think it’s necessary, I will ask you to use the Writing Center on a 
regular basis. 

 
On the Drafting Process:  
You are required to take each of your essays for this class through multiple drafts or stages. As 
you work through the cycle, you’ll have the chance to assess your work and receive feedback 
from me and your peers. Do not treat early drafts as blow-off work, and plan to write the “real” 
essay at the final stage. I would like to see all of your work for each essay, and I will want to see 
evidence that you treated each draft as a formal assignment.    
 
 
Grading Scale: 

A            94-100 C            73-76 
A-           90-93  C-           70-72 
B+          87-89  D+          67-69 
B            83-86  D            60-66 
B-           80-82  F             0-59 
C+          77-79 

 
A – Exemplary  B – Effective C – Sufficient  D – Unsatisfactory F – Failure 

 
 
Classroom Policies: 
 
Electronic devices are to be turned off before entering the classroom.  Do not text, email, beep, 
buzz, chime, ring, or ding in class.  Any such activity will reduce your participation points for the 
day, and may contribute to you being asked to leave class.  Laptops are to be used for class 
purposes only; however, the general rule is that we should only ever have laptops open if they are 
of use to our discussion or activity. 
 
Plagiarism is theft.  As a serious ethical and legal violation, it will be punishable by failure of the 
course and possible dismissal from UM. Plagiarism is a serious violation of the University of 
Miami’s Student Honor Code; failure to credit ideas or words that are not one’s own is a form of 
plagiarism.  Students are expected to document, acknowledge, and cite appropriately, even in 
drafts or partial assignments. You may not re-use and essay for this class that you or anyone else 
wrote prior to this class. This includes your own work from your time before this class. 
 
Grades: If you have a question or concern about an assignment or participation grade, please 
come and see me during my office hours or talk with me before or after class to arrange a 
meeting.  Due to federal requirements, UM faculty are not permitted to discuss grades via email 
or phone, so we will need to meet in person. 
 
On Accessibility, Accommodations, and Civility: If you have received accommodations from 
UM's office of Accessibility Resources (ARC), please let me know. Whether or not you have 
documentation, I hope to make our learning experience as accessible as possible to all. Please let 
me know early in the semester if you have any concerns regarding your learning potential, 
participation, or general access in this course (http://www.umarc.miami.edu/). Having civility 
with your fellow students is of the utmost importance. There will be no tolerance for intolerance 
in this classroom. We will be discussing particularly polarizing subject matter. It is required that 
we each respect one another despite our difference in beliefs. Protection will and does exist for 
students who feel particularly burdened by the systems in which we find ourselves living. 



 
 
Rubric for written assignments: 

A • Demonstrates outstanding awareness of assignment goals and purpose 
• The essay is carefully crafted to suit its reader and contains a strong personal voice 
• The writing itself is effective because the writer offers fierce insight, vivid details, 

strong analysis, and solid evidence 
• Specific word choices and smooth transitions support both individual sentences 

and paragraphs 
• MLA format is used correctly and consistently 
• Each quotation is selected carefully for relevance and effectiveness 
• error-free papers and carefully edited  
• No sloppiness interferes with effective communication 
• high quality and thoughtful writing 
• demonstrates the writer’s ability to actively read and respond to difficult texts 

B • demonstrates strong awareness of assignment goals and purpose 
• suits a particular audience  
• the personal voice is strong 
• Essay needs further development in areas such as organization, textual support, or 

analysis 
• needs further revision to adjust sentence structure and/or provide smoother 

transitions between sentences and paragraphs 
• represent clear and strong writing but the writer may still be unsure of her voice, 

audience, or style 
C • contains all the requirements of the assignment in adequate form, but shows vague 

or confused awareness of assignment goals and purpose 
• minimal effort toward revision 
• carelessness in structure and mechanics which detract from the overall quality of 

the work 
D • reflects serious problems with development of ideas, organization, and mechanics 
F • both incomplete and inadequate in all areas of the writing process 

 
 
Rubric for class participation: 

A • Student’s contributions to class discussion are ample and often 
• Satisfactory completion of classroom exercises and blackboard work 
• Constructive workshop participation peer review 
• Good general preparedness for class 
• Student reads the assignments fully, carefully, and critically enough to be ready to 

respond to my own questions and to initiate their own discussions with comments 
and questions 

• Student comes to class ready to make and argue assertions about the reading and to 
think out loud about a text’s relation to its contexts 

• Attends to the comments of others in class, agree, elaborate, or civilly disagree 
with them, bring our attention to passages from the reading to make their point and 
at times connect such thinking with earlier readings or previous class discussions 

B • Student comes to every class 
• Has almost always done all the reading 



• Student is consistently respond to the questions of others in a way that 
demonstrates their command of the reading 

• Initiates discussions, though few throughout the semester 
C • Participant comes to almost all the classes 

• Student usually has done most of the reading most of the time 
• Student lacks energy necessary to demonstrate their ongoing engagement with the 

material 
• Student contributes infrequently, maybe one time every other class 

D • Student was physically there most of the time 
• Student spoke only a few times if at all during the semester  

F • Student is absent several times throughout the semester 
• Student is distracted (sleeping, texting, on laptop browsing the internet) most class 

meetings 
• Student is unengaged with fellow students in collaborative work or is rude to 

fellow students 
 
 
 
ENG 105 Fall 2019 Course Schedule 
(subject to change—any changes will be announced with due notice.  Homework is due for the 
next class session) 
 
PART 1 ON IDENTITY  
   
Week 1 In Class Homework 
M    8/19 Syllabus day, “What is Writing?” in-class 

assignment 
Read “Academia, Love Me 
Back” by Tiffany Martínez 

W Discuss “Academia, Love Me Back” by Tiffany 
Martínez 
Discuss Essay 1 Assignment 

Read “The Pressure to 
Cover” by Kenji Yoshino; 
post question on 
Blackboard 

F Discuss “The Pressure to Cover” by Kenji Yoshino Post on BB answer to 
“What is my identity?” 

   
Week 2 In Class Homework 
M    8/26 What is identity? Post on BB answer to 

“When was a time when I 
felt insecure?” 

W What is insecurity? Post on BB answer to 
“When was a time when I 
conformed?” 

F What is conformity? Post draft thesis on 
Blackboard 

   
Week 3 In Class Homework 
M      9/2 Brainstorm paper theses Post feedback for your 

peer’s theses (respond to at 
least 3 of your peers, 150-
200 words) 

W Peer review theses 
 

Draft introductory 
paragraph 



Last Day to Drop Course Without a "W" 
F Introductory paragraphs Draft paper (bring 2 printed 

copies of paper); look over 
Owl at Purdue MLA style 
guide and bring in any 
questions 

   
Week 4 In Class Homework 
M      9/9 Review MLA style 

Discuss “What is Peer Review?” 
Peer Review drafts; turn in copy of draft to 
professor 

Write peer review letter, 
email to partner (cc 
professor) 

W IN-CLASS CONFERENCES Work on Essay 1 
F IN-CLASS CONFERENCES Essay 1 due Monday 
   
Week 5 In Class Homework 
M    9/16 Essay 1 Due; Post-mortem 

Review Essay 2 Assignment 
Read “Beside Oneself: On 
the Limits of Sexual 
Autonomy” by Judith 
Butler  

W Discuss “Beside Oneself: On the Limits of Sexual 
Autonomy” by Judith Butler 

Read “Networked Politics 
from Tahrir to Taksim: Is 
There a Social Media-
Fueled Protest Style?” by 
Zeynep Tufekci 

F Discuss “Networked Politics from Tahrir to Taksim: 
Is There a Social Media-Fueled Protest Style?” by 
Zeynep Tufekci 

Post on Blackboard an 
answer to the question 
“How do politics define our 
identity?” 

   
Week 6 In Class Homework 
M    9/23 How do politics define our identity?  Post on Blackboard an 

answer to the question 
“What about social media 
is exciting?” 

W How do we use social media?  Post on Blackboard an 
answer to the question 
“How does social media 
help me define/perform my 
identity?” 

F How does social media help me define/act out my 
identity? 

Post draft thesis on 
Blackboard 

   
Week 7 In Class Homework 
M    9/30 Brainstorm paper theses Post feedback for your 

peer’s theses (respond to at 
least 3 of your peers, 150-
200 words) 

W Peer review theses Draft introductory 
paragraph 

F Introductory paragraphs Draft paper (bring 2 printed 
copies of paper) 



   
Week 8 In Class Homework 
M    10/7 Peer Review drafts; turn in copy of draft to 

professor 
Write peer review letter, 
email to partner (cc 
professor) 

W IN-CLASS CONFERENCES Work on Essay 2 
F IN-CLASS CONFERENCES Essay 2 due Monday 
  

 
 

PART 2 ON CULTURE  
   
Week 9 In Class Homework 
M  10/14 Essay 2 Due; Post-mortem 

Review Essay 3 Assignment 
Read the “Introduction” 
from Culture and 
Imperialism by Edward 
Said 

W Discuss the “Introduction” of Culture and 
Imperialism by Edward Said 

Read “Do Muslim Women 
Really Need Saving?: 
Anthropological 
Reflections on Cultural 
Relativism and Its Others” 
by Lila Abu-Lughod 

F  
Fall Break – No Class 

   
Week 10 In Class Homework 
M  10/21 Discuss “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving?: 

Anthropological Reflections on Cultural Relativism 
and Its Others” by Lila Abu-Lughod 
 
Last Day to Drop a Course (Receive “W” on 
transcript) 

Post on Blackboard an 
answer to the questions 
“What is culture? How is it 
created?” 

W What is culture? How is it created? Post on Blackboard an 
answer to the question 
“What would I define my 
own culture as being?” 

F Who decides what culture is? Post draft thesis on 
Blackboard 

   
Week 11 In Class Homework 
M  10/28 Brainstorm paper theses Post feedback for your 

peer’s theses (respond to at 
least 3 of your peers, 150-
200 words) 

W Peer review theses Draft introductory 
paragraph 

F Introductory paragraphs Draft paper (bring 2 printed 
copies of paper) 

   
Week 12 In Class Homework 
M    11/4 Peer Review drafts; turn in copy of draft to 

professor 
Write peer review letter, 
email to partner (cc 
professor) 

W IN-CLASS CONFERENCES Work on Essay 3 



F IN-CLASS CONFERENCES Essay 3 due Monday 
   
Week 13 In Class Homework 
M  11/11 Essay 3 due; Post-Mortem 

Review Essay 4 Assignment 
Read “In Texas, a Decades-
Old Hate Crime, Forgiven 
but Never Forgotten” by 
Audra D.S. Burch 

W Discuss “In Texas, a Decades-Old Hate Crime, 
Forgiven but Never Forgotten” by Audra D.S. 
Burch 

Post on Blackboard an 
answer to the question 
“How has race defined 
culture?” 

F How has race defined/created culture? 
DAMN by Kendrick Lamar 

Read “Worlds Apart: 
How Neoliberalism Shapes 
the Global Economy and 
Limits the Power Of 
Democracies” by Patrick 
Iber and post on 
Blackboard an answer to 
the question “How has 
economics defined 
culture?” 

   
Week 14 In Class Homework 
M  11/18 How has economics defined culture? 

 
Review article research, MLA in-text citation, and 
analysis of sources 

Post draft thesis on 
Blackboard; Find article 
using library database that 
would be a good source for 
this drafted thesis, cite it on 
your post after your thesis, 
and explain briefly how 
you see it fitting with your 
argument 

W Brainstorm paper theses, sources Post feedback for your 
peer’s theses and sources 
(respond to at least 3 of 
your peers, 200-250 words) 

F Peer review theses Draft introductory 
paragraph 

  
Thanksgiving Break: 11/23 - 12/1 
 

 

Week 15 In Class Homework 
M  11/25 Introductory paragraphs Draft paper (bring 2 printed 

copies of paper) 
W Peer Review drafts; turn in copy of draft to 

professor 
Write peer review letter, 
email to partner (cc 
professor) 

F IN-CLASS CONFERENCES Work on final paper 
   
Week 16 In Class Homework 
M    12/2 Final day of class 

IN-CLASS CONFERENCES 
Final paper due next 
Monday, Dec 9 



**Final paper must be uploaded to Blackboard by Monday, December 9 at 11:59pm EST** 
 
 
Essay 1 – Insecurity and Conforming – 4-6 pages 
 
Prompt: Should we conform?  
 
As a framework, consider the following scaffolding. These are by no means a laundry list of 
things you ought to include; they are just places that may help you begin. 
 
Examine your identity. Describe a moment when you felt your identity was insecure and you felt 
you had to conform. Evaluate whether you think this is good or bad. Revisit Yoshino’s essay 
“Pressure to Cover” and Martínez’s “Academia, Love Me Back.” Where in those essays do they 
feel themselves to be insecure and what did they do? Write an analysis paper including this 
information that includes a thesis statement arguing whether we ought to conform or not. What is 
conforming? When is it appropriate? When is it expected? Is it okay that we do or do not? What 
is insecurity? How does it feel? In what situations do we often feel insecure and why? 
 
 
 
Essay 2 – The Twitter Meme (Observation assignment) – 4-6 pages 
 
Prompt: What makes a meme go viral? 
 
As a framework, consider the following scaffolding. These are by no means a laundry list of 
things you ought to include; they are just places that may help you begin. 
 
Look and see what things are trending on Twitter. What is a meme you have enjoyed? What made 
it relatable? What made it funny or clever? Why do tweets or memes go viral? Moreover, there 
are related communities (sometimes called “tribes”) on Twitter (i.e. black twitter, gay twitter, 
gamer twitter, stan twitter, political twitter). What is specific to these communities? How does 
one partake in or respond to what is trending in each community? Write an analysis paper 
including this information that includes a thesis statement arguing what makes a meme go viral. 
In considering this, you might discuss whether/how different Twitter communities (like those 
listed above) value certain memes over others and why that may be, though I encourage you to 
take this in other directions if you so wish. 
 
 
 
Essay 3 – Culture(s) – 4-6 pages 
 
Prompt: What most defines culture?  
 
As a framework, consider the following scaffolding. These are by no means a laundry list of 
things you ought to include; they are just places that may help you begin. 
 
Examine the global culture we inhabit. What factors contribute to one’s ‘culture’ broadly 
defined? How do these factors inform one another? How do various cultural structures (race, 
economics, language, history, geography) conflict or resist one another? How have cultural 
narratives been used? Write an analysis paper including this information that includes a thesis 
statement arguing what most defines culture. In considering this, you might refer back to our 
readings to see how/whether Edward Said or Lila Abu-Lughod argue for cultural definition. 
 



 
 
Essay 4 (Final Essay) – My Culture 
 
Prompt: What is your culture? 
 
As a framework, consider the following scaffolding. These are by no means a laundry list of 
things you ought to include; they are just places that may help you begin. 
 
Examine your identity and the identity and culture of others. Describe a moment when you felt 
yourself at odds with what someone may call your ‘culture’ and a moment when you felt you 
lived out your ‘culture.’ Revisit each of the essays we’ve read in this semester. How did they each 
identify themselves or their culture? Write an analysis paper including this information that 
includes a thesis statement arguing what your culture is and is not. How do you define culture? 
What about your identity informs your culture? What about the world informs your culture? 


